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The oldest Danish book is a treatise on
medicine, which dates from the first half
of the thirteenth century. The first really
literary writings were series of ballads,
which were probably composed between the
fourteenth and sixteenth centuries. During
the Reformation period, Christian Pedersen
(1480-1554) did for the Danish language
what Luther did for the German, by pub-
lishing a translation of the New Testament
and the Psalter, and latex, the complete
Bible. Modern Danish literature begins with
the period succeeding the Reformation, with
hymns, scriptural dramas and moral tales.
A new effort began with Ludvig Holberg
(1684^1754), who infused new spirit into
all branches of Danish intellectual life. He '
was also the founder of the Danish stage.
Contemporary with him was the lyric and
dramatic poet Johannes Ewald. Heiberg,
critic, poet and dramatist, and Jens Bag-
gesen (1764-1826), are the chief eomie
dramatists of the nation. Fresh life was
again infused into Danish poetry by Adam
Oehlenschlager (1779-1850), contemporary
with whom was Adolph Wilhelm Schack
von Staffeldt, a lyric poet of high order.
The greatest names in Danish literature
since Oehlenschlager have been Hans An-
dersen (1805-1875), who won world-wide
reputation by his fairy tales; Paludan-
Miiller (1809-1876), and Georg Brandes
(1842-1927), critic and literary historian.
It was Brandes who, more than any other
one man, introduced into Danish thought
modern European ideals.
History. After the decline of the Roman
Empire, the peoples of the Scandinavian
countries began to make themselves felt
.throughout Europe by reason of their war-
like and adventurous spirit. . They conquered
Normandy, successfully invaded England in
the ninth century and even sent voyagers
as far as America. Early in the eleventh
century, Canute, king of Denmark, estab-
lished a firm hold on England. He was one
of the most powerful rulers of his age, and
it was during his rule that Christianity was
firmly established in Denmark/ For three
centuries following Canute, Denmark was in
a state of .upheaval and, although there was
:an occasional strong and even brilliant ruler
who brought the country to something like
the position It had had in Caimte's time, most
,.q£ the kings were weak.
Margaret, called the "Sennramis of the
 North," ruled in Denmark from 1375 to 1412,
and she gave the country a strong govern-
ment. By the Union of Kalmar, in 1397, Den-
mark, Norway and Sweden were united under
one sovereign, and Margaret's .nephew, Eric,
was appointed her heir. He proved, however,
to have none of her great qualities, and he
speedily lost his triple kingdom, each coun-
try choosing its own ruler. By 1448 the
Danes, tired of the misrule, chose, as king,
Christian of Oldenburg, who established the
line which reigned until 1863. The choice of
Christian as ruler, also, of Schleswig and
Holstein, and the fact that the ruler of Hoi-
stein, which was a part of the Holy Roman
Empire, had a voice in the German Diet, led
centuries later to the most important con-
sequences.
During the reign of Christian II (1513-
1523), Sweden, under Gustavus Vasa,
gained its freedom, and it was never again
united to Denmark. The latter country dur-
ing the sixteenth century began to have a
part in European affairs, and Christian IV
(1588-1648) took an important part in the
Thirty Years' War. The choice of the king
of Denmark was by election until 1660, but
in that year the king, Frederick III, suc-
ceeded in having the kingship declared he-
reditary in his family.
As an ally of Napoleon, Denmark was in-
volved in war with Sweden, England, Russia
and Prussia. Copenhagen was bombarded by
the British fleet in 1807, and seven years
later Norway was ceded to Sweden. Hol-
stein, feeling itself to be entirely German, had
never been satisfied with the Danish rule, and
when in 1846 the Danish king declared his
intention of making1 the Danish monarchy
permanently indivisible, a rebellion broke out
in Schleswig and Holstein among- the German
element. It was put down by 1851, though it
was supported by Germany. Christian VIII
had in tlie meantime granted to Denmark an
extremely liberal constitution, but this did not
allay the discontent of the German element
of Sehleswig-Holstein, and when in 1863
Prince Christian of Gliicksburg came to the
throne as Christian IX, Schleswig and Hol-
stein declared for a different ruler. Prussia
and, Austria determined to unite in settling
the Sehleswig-Holstein matter, and war was
begun with Denmark in 1864. As a result
Denmark was forced to resign all claims to
Schleswig and Holstein, and two years later
the chichies passed finally under the control

